RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
It was at this moment of time that, the theory of
instability seemed most plausible. Baldwin destroyed
the Coalition. By a crushing majority Dundee rejected
Churchill at the election of 192^, when he stood as a
Liberal adherent of Mr. Lloyd George. Next year
when Baldwin sought a mandate- for Protection
Churchill fared no better as a plain Liberal at West
Leicester. For him to be out of the 1 louse of Commons
when the air of debate was the breath of his nostrils
must have been intellectual suffocation. In February
19^4 the Abbey Division of Westminster seemed most
fortunately to fall vacant through the death of the
sitting Member. Winston saw himself steaming into
a haven of rest where he would represent a territory
with whose historic distinction the (lily of London
alone could compare. Alas for this delightful dream!
He stood this time as an Independent. He enacted
with a beaming smile the multifarious indignities
incidental to a by-election that embraced theatre-land
as well as the Palace of Westminster. When the votes
were counted the radiant expression was fro/en by the
anguish ofa great calamity. The official Conservative
in a total poll of nearly v>3,000 defeated him by 43
miserable votes. Winston may well have, thought this
result the crowning fatuity of politics.
However he had learnt to rise quickly to the surface.
A Labour Government in a hopeless minority wrought
wonders of conciliation among its miscellaneous
opponents. Winston found that the greatest peril to
the realm lay in the continuance ofa Labour Adminis-
tration which leant dangerously towards an under-
standing with the footpads of Moscow. At the General
Election of December the Epping Division thought
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